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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S 
REPORT  M5SEP5° 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Newtown  and  Llanllwchaiarn 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1949. 

The  Public  Health  Officials  are  Dr.  A.  Shearer,  part- 
time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  Mr.  A.  S.  Benbow, 
who,  in  addition  to  being  Sanitary  Inspector,  is  also 
Highways  Surveyor,  Water  Manager  and  Meat  Inspector. 

STATISTICS. 

Area  of  the  Newtown  and  Llanllwchaiarn  Urban 
District,  is  7,224  acres. 

Estimated  population,  5,542. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  the  rate 

book,  1,666. 

In  addition,  there  are  thirty-four  families  housed  in 
various  buildings  at  the  Military  Camp,  Dolfor  Road. 

Rateable  Value,  £26,706. 

Sum  represented  by  One  Penny  Rate,  £101  : 15  : 0. 

The  general  health  of  the  Area  has  been  good,  and 
there  has  not -been  any  epidemic  of  infectious  diseases 
during  the  year. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total.  Male.  Female. 

Live  Births  106  49  57 

Legitimate  48  59 

Illegitimate  1 3 


This  gives  a Birth  Bate  of  19’1  per  1,000  of  the 
Population  compared  with  15*4  for  1948  and  with  16*7  for 


the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Still  Births  2 1 1 

Legitimate  1 1 

Legitimate  0 0 

The  rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population  is  0*85  compared 
with  0*36  for  1948,  and  with  0*39  for  England  and  Wales. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Deaths  72  34  38 


The  death  rate  is  12*9  compared  with  11*9  for  1948  and 
with  11*7  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 


Total.  Male.  Female. 

5 2 2 

Legitimate 2 2 

Illegitimate  0 1 


This  gives  a death  rate  of  46*2  compared  with  23*8  for 
1948,  and  with  *32  for  England  and  Wales,  per  1,000  live 
births. 

There  were  four  deaths  due  to  premature  birth. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes,  post- 


abortion  sepsis  or  other  maternal  causes. 

Causes  of  Deaths  were: — 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  2 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  2 

Cancer  of  uterus  4 ‘ 1 
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Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  , 2 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  4 

Diabetes  2 

Intracranial  vascular  leisons  5 

Heart  disease  25 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  4 

Bronchitis  6 

Pneumonia  2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1 

Appendicitis  1 

Nephritis  ......  8 

Premature  birth  4 

4 Congenital  malformation  1 

Suicide  1 

All  other  Causes  6 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases,  1949  : — 

Whooping  Cough  8 

Pneumonia  4 

Ersysipelas  4 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Notification  of  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis  is 
•satisfactory. 

Twelve  cases  were  notified,  nine  pulmonary  and  three 

non-pulmonary. 

Pulmonary  Male  cases  were  five,  aged  respectively 

20,  25,  30,  30,  61. 

Female  Gases  were  four,  aged  20,  28,  52,  55. 

Non-pulmonary,  1 Male  aged  13,  2 Females,  aged  9 
and  10.  All  three  cases  were  Tuberculosis  of  the  cervial 
glands. 
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Housing,  Factories  Act,  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the 
District,  Meat  Inspection,  Water  Undertaking,  Sewage 
Disposal,  Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  Ice  Cream  Regulations  are 
all  dealt  with  under  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1949  : — 

HOUSING. 

Up  to  the  present  date,  under  the  Council’s  Housing, 
eighty-four  houses  have  been  completed  and  tenants  are 
in  occupation. 

A further  scheme  for  38  traditional  houses  is  under 
consideration  and  it  is  likely  that  these  will  be  commenced 
in  the  very  near  future,  and  in  addition  the  Council  are 
considering  the  building  of  a number  of  Cornish  Unit 
houses. 

The  Military  Camp  on  the  Dolfor  Road  is  still  occupied 
by  a number  of  families.  The  majority  of  these  are  kept 
in  a clean  condition,  but  there  are  a number  of  bad  tenants 
who  do  not  make  the  best  of  the  conditions  existing  at  the 
Camp. 

The  Water  Supply  and  Water  Closets  are  satisfactory 
and  the  latter  are  regularly  inspected. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  bo 
enforced  by  Local  Authority  : — 

Number  on  Register,  10;  Inspections,  22  ; Notices 
served,  3.  and  complied  with,  3. 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (l)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  : — 

Number  on  Register,  39  ; Inspections  made,  46. 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority : — 

Number  on  Register,  3 ; Inspections,  5. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1949  : — 

(a)  Number  of  inspections  made  by  me  during 

the  year  242 

(b)  Number  of  notices  served  during  the  year 
distinguishing  Statutory  from  informal 


notices : — 

Complied 

Served. 

with. 

1. 

Informal  Notices 

120 

114 

2. 

Statutory  Notices 

Nil 

Nil 

(c) 

The  result  of  such  notices 

1. 

Informal  Notices  complied  with 

114 

2. 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with 

Nil 

HOUSING. 

Inspections  have  been  made  under  the  Housing  Act, 
and  the  usual  defects  were  found  and  notices  served  on  the 
Owners  or  Agents  to  carry  out  repairs,  and  these  are  being 
attended  to. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

During  a portion  of  the  year,  inspections  have  been 
made  at  the  Government  Slaughter  House,  but  the 
premises  were  closed  for  repairs  and  improvements  on 
21st  of  October. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

Sheep  & 


Cattle. 

Calves. 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

830 

989 

5060 

113 

Number  inspected 

800 

960 

5040 

105 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned  

10 

3 

8 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

447 

30 

579 

7 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

57% 

3*4% 

11*6% 

12.3% 

G 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  15 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  8 

Percentage  of  the  nujnbey 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  2’25% 

WATER  UNDERTAKING. 

There  is  an  abundant  supply  of  good  water  which  is 
filtered  and  chlorinated,  but  there  is  great  difficulty  in 
getting  the  supply  to  the  houses  on  the  higher  levels  owing 
to  the  pressure  being  insufficient,  and  water  can  only  reach 
these  houses  at  night  time  by  turning  off  some  portions  of 
the  Town. 

Water  is  supplied  direct  to  the  inside  of  1,150  houses 
and  there  are  886  houses  which  are  supplied  by  standpipes 
situated  in  yards.  There  are  no  standpipes  in  Public 
Highways. 

During  the  year,  a sample  of  raw  water  was  taken 
from  a tap  on  the  main  before  Filtration  took  place,  and  the 
following  is  a result  of  the  bacteriological  examination  : — 

Plate  count.  Yeastrel  agar  3 days  22°C  aerobically. . .per  ml. 

,,  „ ,,  2 ,.  37°C  „ ...per  ml. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey,  2 days, 
36°C  13  per  100  ml. 

Approximate  proportions  of  faecal  and  non-faecal  coli : 

(a)  Faecal  coli  ...  ...  38  per  cent. 

(b)  Non-faecal  coli  ...  62  per  cent. 

Remarks  : Unsatisfactory  without  treatment. 

Samples  were  also  sent  every  month  of  the  filtered 
water  going  into  supply,  and  the  examinations  showed  the 
water  to  be  highly  satisfactory.  The  following  is  a copy  of 
the  report  sent  on  September  28th,  1949: — 

Plate  count.  Yeastrel  agar  3 days  22°C  areobically...per  ml. 
,.  „ „ 2 „ 37°C  „ ...per  ml. 


r 

2 — 1 


’02%  — '09% 
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Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey,  2 days, 
37°G  0 per  100  ml. 

(a)  Faecal  coli  ...  ...  0 per  cent. 

(b)  Non-faecal  coli  ...  0 per  cent. 

Remarks  : — Highly  satisfactory. 


A sample  was  submitted  for  Chemical  Analysis  on 
October  19th,  1949,  and  this  proved  satisfactory.  A copy 
of  the  Analysis  is  as  follows  : — - 


Marked  : — From  Town  Mains. 

In  parts  per  100,000  of  water  : — 

Total  solid  matter  in  Solution 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrites 
Nitrites 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hours 
at  80°  F. 

Free  and  saline  ammonia 
Albuminoid  ammonia 
Lead,  Copper,  Zinc 

Microscopical  examination  of  the  sediment 

Temporary  hardness  in  degrees  Clark 
Permanent  hardness  in  degrees  Clark 
pH  Value 


10* 

004 

1*2 


0*028 

Nil 

0*003 

Nil 

Trace 

sand. 

4 


2 


7*2 


The  above  Chemical  Analysis  is  very  satisfactory. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Sewage  Farm  has  been  inspected  and  found  in  a 
fairly  satisfactory  state. 


MILK  & DAIRIES  ACT. 

Inspections  have  been  made  to  the  Cowsheds  and 
Dairies  and  they  were  found  in  a clean  condition. 

ICE-CREAM 

(Heat  Treatment,  etc,),  Regulations,  1947-1950. 

There  are  twenty  premises  in  the  district  that  are 
registered  for  the  sale,  or  the  manufacture  for  the  purpose 
of  sale  of  Ice-Cream,  and  these  are  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 


(Signed),  Arthur  S.  Berbow. 


In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  report  the  help  all  the 
Officers  of  the  Council  have  rendered  me  at  all  times.  I 
regret  that  Mr.  A.  S.  Benbow  is  retiring  from  the  various 
offices  he  has  held  during  the  past  years.  He  has  been  a 
diligent,  hard  working  and  conscientious  officer,  and  his 
duties  as  Sanitary  Inspector  have  always  been  carried  out 
in  a very  satisfactory  manner. 

I am, 

Yours  obediently, 

A.  SHEARER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


20th  July,  1950. 


Davies  <&  Sons  (N.Y,  Ltd.,  Printers,  Newtown.  Tel.  520. 


